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I am an ecotoxicologist at the University of Aberdeen, where my research focuses on how 
pollutants affect marine mammal health and the implications for the wider state of our oceans. 
Supported by the Research Innovation Scotland (RIS) International Collaboration Fund, I had 
the opportunity to visit Dr Belen Gonzalez-Gaya at my alma mater, the Plentzia Marine Station 
(PiE), University of the Basque Country, Spain. The visit centred on building capacity in the 
analysis of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) in diverse biological and environmental 
matrices, complimenting my previous focus on health metal analysis. 
 
The time at PiE was an invaluable opportunity to get hands-on with analytical approaches that 
I was looking to integrate into my own research. I was introduced to the world of analysing 
organic contaminants, working with fractionation columns and diverse filtration agents, and 
mass spectrometry. Beyond the laboratory work, the visit created the space for something that 
is often difficult to achieve remotely: genuine scientific exchange. We mapped out the overlaps 
between our research aims and begin laying the groundwork for joint funding applications. Of 
course, the breathtaking scenery of the Basque Country did its part to support the creative 
work during that week!  
 
The collaboration is very much alive and growing. Dr Gonzalez-Gaya and I will be co-chairing a 
session at SETAC Europe 2026 in Maastricht, which feels like a natural next step in bringing our 
joint research goals to a wider audience in the environmental science and toxicology 
community. We are also working together on a publication which results from a shared student 
supervision (watch this space!). Finally, we are actively exploring routes to continue and 
deepen the collaboration in the longer term, for example through the EU Horizon funding calls. 
With the strong track record of the University of Aberdeen in legacy contaminant and heavy 
metal analysis, and the expertise of the PiE in novel organic pollutants and histopathology, 
along with many other bid-partners, we are hopeful that the strength of our team is evident in 
the bid.  
 
For my own career development, this exchange has significantly impacted my career and 
aspirations. It has expanded my analytical toolkit, embedded me deeper in an international 
network, and opened doors to collaborative opportunities that would simply not have been 
possible. I am grateful to RIS, Scottish Government and the Scottish Funding Council for 



supporting this kind of early-career international exchange we so often struggle to establish. 
This fund it is exactly what is needed to turn a promising connection into a lasting partnership.  
 
 

 
The only lab-photo I have (we were very busy). 

 
The PiE. 
 



 
My daily walk to work. How can this not inspire project ideas?! 


