e SULSA

Creating connections and finding new application
domains with European and international partners

Carlos Moreno-Garcia, Robert Gordon University
April, 2026

My name is Dr Carlos Moreno-Garcia, and | am an Associate Professor in Computing at RGU.
My main research interests are Computer Vision, Data Visualisation, and applying Machine
Learning and Artificial Intelligence to solve real-life problems across domains such as energy,
medicine, public health, and sustainability. In 2024, | was awarded the RIS International
Collaboration Fund award to strengthen the connection between my university and two
institutions in Spain, namely Universitat Rovira i Virgili (Tarragona, Catalonia) and University of
Oviedo (Asturias).

My experience with this funding was a very positive one, given that it helped me boost my
connections with other institutions, and also find new problems that needed urgent solution
along the way. Initially, my funding was supposed to cover two visits: one from the two Spanish
academics to Aberdeen, and one visit from me to their universities. However, it was thanks to
the support of my institution plus my newly found partners that | had additional funds for a
second trip to Spain, which proved to be critical in my career ahead.

During the first meeting with the two Spanish academics, we discussed numerous projects,
such as potential collaborations with the fisheries and biomedical sectors at both institutions.
During my visit to Catalonia and Asturias, | met new partners and built new connections,
gaining an understanding of problems in the mining and alcohol sectors, and of flooding
affecting cities. This in turn motivated a second visit to Spain (this time to the towns of Letur
and Paiporta, which were devastated by the 2024 floodings in October), where | helped
capture data which can be critical in the future to reconstruct the two sites, and which will help
me build on new research proposals in this domain. More information about this visit and the
data that we were able to collect can be found here: https://www.rgu.ac.uk/news/news-
2025/8541-rgu-leads-international-project-to-support-valencia-after-devastating-floods.

Thanks to this engagement, we were able to secure University of Oviedo to be included as a
partner in a UKRI-funded consortium of universities and companies from the alcohol sector to
understand and develop waste valorisation techniques towards a sustainable and circular
economy. More information on this project is available here:
https://carlosfmorenog.github.io/saber/



https://www.rgu.ac.uk/news/news-2025/8541-rgu-leads-international-project-to-support-valencia-after-devastating-floods
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/news/news-2025/8541-rgu-leads-international-project-to-support-valencia-after-devastating-floods
https://carlosfmorenog.github.io/saber/

| am very pleased with the outcomes of this project, which gave me the flexibility and
independence to decide how to spend my time and manage my research visits, and | definitely
recommend colleagues to target similar funding schemes.



